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FYhere is the wiſe? where is the Scribe? 
where is the diſputer of this world? 
Hath not God made fooliſh the 11. 
dom of this world? 


is to be eſtimated from the Largeneſs of 

its Extent, never certainly was any of 

greater Value, than our Lords; the com- 

munication of it being extended to the whole 
Race of Mankind. 

Indeed the firſt Inſtances of it ſeem'd to be 


| 1 che m and Worth of Goodneſs 


confin d to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1/- 


rael, whom He came cheifly to Inſtruct in the 
Ways of Happineſs; and to guide their Steps, 
— they might not err in the Purſuit of = 
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all His Labours and Travels were to reconcile 
them to Himſelf, to eſtabliſh 'em on thoſe 
Foundations, which were not to be ſhaken, evn 
the ſure Promiſes, that were made to Abraham, 
and fulfill d in Himſelf, and to this purpoſe He 
taught em the full Import of their Law, by re- 
deeming it from the weak Gloſſes of their Rab- 
bies, and giving it the full Latitude, that God 
and Moſes deſign d it ſhould have in the Govern- 
ment of their Thoughts and Actions. 

He explain d its. Precepts by his unerring 
Comments, made thoſe Rules of Vertue, more 
clear to their Underſtanding, fill d em with 
Light to diſcover diſtinctly their Duty, and 
with Grace to enable em in the Performance 
of it. Yet ſuch was the Strength of inveterate 
Prejudice (which brings as it were Night and 
Darkneſs upon the brighteſt Demonſtrations ) 
as to rehder his Endeavours inefectual, to de- 
feat the Powr of his Goodneſs and Charity, 
and to ſtop their Ears againſt the Charms of 
this mighty Charmer: his Addreſſes were all 
in vain; Moſes had already ſo prepoſſeſſed their 
Hearts, that no Room cou'd be found for the 
Entertainment of this long expected Meſſiah; 
the Goſpel muſt veil to the Law; the new In- 


ſtitution to the old Oeconomy; the Servant muſt 


be preferr d before the Sn. | 
But yet he leſt them not tho they rejected 

him; He ſtill renew'd his Applications, and 

made their Scorns freſh Arguments of Addrels ; 

He wou d make them happy againſt their — 
an 
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and extort that by Importunity, which he 
cou d not gain on eaſier Terms. But the Jew 
was as reſolv'd and ftubborn, as God was kind 
and earneſt for his good. Nor was the wiſe 
and Diſputer of the World leſs obſtinate againſt 
the Apoſtles, than was the Scribe againſt their 
Maſter : theſe Sages could not endure to have 
their Wiſdom accounted Fooliſhneſs, which 
they had purchas d at the Expence of Health 
and Fortune; they travell d the World, under- 
. went the Dangers, both of Sea and Land, fled 
to all the Marts and Fattories of Science, in what 
diſtant Parts ſoever ſeated, and ſpent their Lives 

in this mutual Commerce and Exchange of No- 
tions; and cou'd not think of bringing their 
Books of Wiſdom as the Magicians did theirs, - 
and laying 'em at the Apoſtles Feet, in order 
only to be burnt, as uſeleſs. They valued at a 
higher Rate that Knowledge, that coſt em ſo 
much Pains and Treaſure to acquire. Theſe 
Philoſophers therefore ſtood upon their Pun- 
ctilio's with the Meſſengers of Heaven, and 
wou'd not admit, what was diſſagreeable to 
thoſe Ideas, and that Senſe of Things, that had 
got the prepoſſeſſion, of their Minds. Their 
Honour now engag d them to maintain, what 
they had learned from their Anceſtors, and not 
ſurrender to the novel Inſtitution of unknown 
Teachers; and tamely ſubmit the Acquiſitions 
of their Reaſon to a cheap, inglorious Faith: 
for this was laid to the Apoſtles Charge, that 
they only requir d a ſtrong Faith from their Diſ- 
ciples. by This 
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This was an Humility, they cou'd not bear, 
thus to be levell'd with the Vulgar, to be ſpoil d 
of that Diſtinion, that Nature and Induſtry 
had given them above the Many. 

To believe (they thought) was a compenatous 
Way to Knowledge, but fit only for the Weak- 
neſs and Imperfections of the People not for 
the exalted Genius, that loves to cope with Theories, 
that are ſet out of the reach of common Abilities 
and Attainments, Theſe Philiſophers therefore, 
were for {ſuch Doctrines, that wou d exerciſe, 
not their Faith, but Reaſon: neither wou'd 
they yield their Aſſent to any thing offer d to 
that that came not with Demonſtration, or at 
leaſt the higheſt Probability. 

But the Apoſtle not withſtanding the great 
Diſcouragements he met with, from theſe Wits 
and Diſputers of the World, goes in the Diſ- 
charge of his Office, and at laſt, gains Succeſs 
(as he needs muſt, having Almighty Power to 
abet his Labour) over all the Contradiction of 
his Adverſaries as we gather from this holy 
Triumph in the Words of the Text, where uc the 
wiſe? Sc. in the 17, Verſe of this Chapter the 
Apoſtle profeſſes, he was ſent not ta baptrze, but 
to preach the Goſpel ; and that not with the 
Wiſdom of Words, left the Croſs of Chriſt, 
thou'd be made of none Effect, but by doing 
and fuffering (ſhou d Neceſſity require) in an 
humble Imitation of his Lord that fent him. 
Nor was he any Way deficient in the Exe- 
cution of his Charge; for tho his _— . 
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and Perſon were receiv'd with Scorn for Pro- 
claiming a crucified Saviour, and exacting from 
his Diſciples Faith in and Obedience to him; 
tho he was ridicul'd for publiſhing, and they 
for believing; yet he bore up againſt all the 
Malice of Contempt and Reflection; and was 
nöt afraid to encounter their Infidelity with 
this ſeaſonable Aſſertion; that what ever his 
Goſpel might be to them that periſh, yet to 
the hamble and repenting Convert, 'twas the 
Wiſdom of God, and the Powr of God. | 

We ſee the Purpoſe of St. Pauls Miſſion, 
and the Inſtructions, with which he was fur- 
niſh d by the Miniſtry of Inſpiration, to deliver 
to the Gentile World, the entire Myſtery of 
Godlineſs, and in particular this noble Article 
and Branch of it, the Redemption of Mankind 
by a crucified Saviour; even by Feſus Chriſt; 
a Perſon altogether wonderful, in the Boſom 
of his Father, and Womb of his Virgin-Mo- 
ther ; the Burthen of the Prophetick, and the 
Joy and Glory of the Evangelick Writings. 

And now the great incarnate Angel of the Co- 
venant; fore-ordain'd from all Eternity to this 
high and beneficial Office, of Artoneing for 
Sin, and recommending falln Man, to the 
Grace and Fayour of an offended God ! and 
as God in the Fullneſs of Time, ſent this his 
Son to ſave the World by Preaching, living, 
and dying for it: ſo he likewiſe commiſſion d 
his Evangelifts and Apoſtles to publiſh this ſame 
Doctrine of Salvation, to enlighten the Un- 
ä | derſtanding, 
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derſtanding, to regulate the Will and Paſſions, 
and to refine the Morals of Mankind, and there- 
by prepare em in ſome Meaſure to receive the 
Benefit of his meretorious Sufferings on Earth. 

Amongſt them, our Apoſtle had no ſmall 
| ſhare of the Imployment, he imediately obey d 

the heavenly Call, and leaving the Jewiſh Sy- 
nagogue with all its Ceremonies, brought with 
him into the Chriſtian Church his great learn- 
ing and noble Zeal, with which indeed he once 
perſecuted thoſe, that call'd upon the Name of 
Jeſus; but now employs both in the Support 
of them, in their Profeſſion, and the Propaga- 
tion of this new Religion; a Religion in all 
its Parts compleat, that did outdo whatever 
Nature and Moſes taught, and before which 
all other Religions fell, as Dagon did before the 
Ark. ' 

The Words thus prefac'd may lead us into 
the Conſideration; 

1/t. Of the great Oppoſition Chriſtianity met 
with, at the firſt Promulgation of it both from 
Jew and Gentile. | | 
 zly. Of the Method of Argumentation the 
Apoſtles us d in Confutation of, and gaining a 
Victory over both. 

3ly. 1 ſhall draw ſome Inferences from the 
Premiſes, and ſo conclude ; and of each Brief- 
ly. And . 

I. Of the Oppoſition that Chriſtianity met 
with at its firſt Promulgation both from Jew 
and Gentile; and that chiefly aroſe from the 
Opi- 
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Opinion they had of the ſufficiency of theit 
own Religion for all Ends and Purpoſes either 
of this, or of another Life, upon which Score 
they were unwilling to admit any other, either 
to rifle, diſturb it, or attempt to overthrow it; 
and therefore to prevent any further Miſchief 
from this growing Evil, they thought it expe- 
dient, to uſe all their Endeavours to ſuppreſs 
it in its nonage, before it arrivd to maturity, 
and had gather d ſtrength, by gaining the 
Hearts and Affections of the People. And to 
this Purpoſe all Engines were ſet on Work to 
undermine it, Firſt, by Reproaches, and Lyes, 
and Calumnies, that common and wretched Arti- 
Ice of Blaſting the Credit of Things or Perſons; and 
when thefe choice Arguments fail d em, the 
Purity of its Precept, and holy Lives of its Pro- 
feſſors, ſtill Supporting its Reputation againſt 
all the Batteries of Spite and Malice; they 
thought it not inconvenient in the next Place 
to call into their Aſſiſtance the arm of civil 
and facred Authority, to ſuppreſs that by down- 
right Power, which they cou'd not by reaſon, 
and Argumentation. 

The Jews implor'd Aid from the Sanhedrims, 
and the Pagans from their Princes and Nobles 
to extirpate and baniſh this Muſhroon upſtart 
Hereſy (as they were pleas d to call it) out of 
the World. And as more particularly the Fews 
oppos d the Doctrine of a crucified Saviour be- 
. cauſe twas firſt quite contrary to thoſe Senti- 
ments they generally entertain d of their Meſſiab. 
For they expected that he ſhoud come * 
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ed with all the Glory and Power of a Monarch; 
that he ſhou'd be able to reſcue 'em from the 
Pride and Inſults of the Roman Armies; their 
Minds were poſſeſs d with thoughts of Triumph 
and Revenge; that under his Conduct they 
ſnou d tread upon the Necks of all their Ene- 
mies, and make their Conquerours their Captives; 
that they ſnou d change their Slavery for ever- 
laſting Freedom, their Rags and Cottages for Purple 
and the Seats of the Nobles ; and finally fill their 
Cofters with the Spoils and Treaſures of their 
Neighbours; in all which they erred, not right- 
ly underſtanding their own Scriptures: as did 
alſo the Apoſtles themſelves, in the Quality of 
the Mieſſiahs Kingdom, for had he been ſuch as 
their Wiſhes wou'd have made him, he had 
not been the Meſſiah foretold by the Prophets. 
' Secondly, another Objection the Fews had 
againſt their Admiſſion of Chriſtianity, was the 
miſtaken Opinion they conceiv'd of the perpe-. 
tual Obligation of the Moſaick Law, and that 
that Form of Worſhip with all its Rites and Ce- 
remoniesy was to continue in its full Force to 
all coming Generations; neither of which was 
ever intended by the Author of it; for that 
was but a temporary Inſtitution peculiarly 
fram d for that People, and to ceaſe, when that 
People ceas d to be a Nation: neither had thoſe 
Rites any intrinſick Goodneſs of their own; but 
derivd their Worth from the Authority, and 
ſubſiſted upon the Will and Pleaſure of the Le- 
giſlator. And therefore upon Occaſion were 
often diſpenc'd with, as that of the * 
ciſion 
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cifion during the Iſraelites Travel in the Wilder- 
neſs; and all were to expire by the wiſe decree 

of God, at ſuch a Period of Duration, to make _ 
Room for a nobler State of Affairs, inconſiſtent 
with the being of this. And had we not Pro- 
phecies in the Old Teſtament to warrant this 
Opinion, we might fairly gather it from a Con- 
ſideration of the Nature of God, and his Attri- 
butes of Wiſdom and Mercy ; for 'tis ſcarce 
conceivable that God whoſe Goodneſs is Com- 
menſurate to the whole Creation, and like the 
Prophet on the Shunamites, Child ftretch'd over 
all the Iſſues of his Power and Mercy coud ever 
intend to confine the Knowledge of himſelf to 
the Fews only, and leave ſo large, ſo fair a Por- 
tion of the World, to the Dominion, and Sway of 
the Devil. But that He deſn d in the Fullneſs of 
Time to break down the Partition- wall, that the 
Bleſſings of Abraham might deſcend upon the Gen- 
tiles, and the Riches of his Gooaneſs freely flow to 
all the Nations round about. That he intended no 
longer to cull from the Loins of Adam a Tribe of 
Heirs, that ſhou d alone inherit the whole Treaſure 
of his Mercy; but that he wou d at length admit 
the outcaſh deſolate Gentiles, ( who all this time 
were the Refuſe and Off-ſcowring of his Favour) to 
a common Participation of it with themſelves. 

This was foretold by Moſes and the Prophets; 
but their Ignorance in the Doctrines of their 
own Law, was a main Reaſon, why they were 
ſo difficult in receiving thoſe of the Goſpel. 

Tho (as I have ſaid) our Lord had a great 
Tenderneſs for the Houſe of 1jrael,: and had 
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ſent his Apoſtle St. Peter (whoſe Province was 
the whole Nation of the Fews) to repreſent un- 
to em, the deſign of his Coming in the Fleſh, 
and to lay before em the Goſpel Covenant, 
and all the Terms, on which they might ex- 
pect Salvation: yet that he cou d not ſo con- 
fine his Mercys to them, as to exclude for ever 
the reſt of Mankind, from the Benefits of his 
meretorious Life and Death. And therefore 
diſpatch d the Apoſtles of the Gentiles, to en- 
large his Fold, and make his Church truly Ca- 
tholick as well for its extent, as Doctrine: a 
Church that nothing ſhou d bound but the ex- 
tremities of Nature, that ſhou'd reach as far, 
and wide as Gods Providence on Earth; ac- 
cording to the Voice of Scripture, that God. 
wou d gzve his Son, the Heathen for his Inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth 
for his Poſſeſſion: St. Paul willing to accompliſh 
this Prediction, is in Labours abundant, eve- 
ry where pulling down the Fabrick of Pagan 
Worſhip, and adviſeing his Gentile Hearers ta 
change their faulty Religion, for a better; to 
forſake their 1dols, and dire& their Devotions 
to the living (that 1s to the Chriſtian) God, 
who is able both to hear and to relieve. 

Which leads me to my next Propoſition, 
Secondly, to confider what Methods and 
Ways of Argumentation, the Apoſtles us d to 
gain a Conqueſt over the Underſtandings of 
their Hearers, and to enduce em to believe and 
ſubmit to the Doctrines they taught; and 
thoſe were, : 
2 
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Firſt, By a right Interpretation of Prophe- 

cies: a ä 

Secondly, By a Power of working Miracles. 

But before we proceed farther, we may pre- 
miſe, that there are ſome Evangelical Do- 
ctrines, and Precepts, which are of their own 
Nature intrinfically good; and others that de- 
rive their Truth and Goodneſs from the Autho- 
rity of the Revealer. | 

The Firſt ſort are admitted, as ſoon as pro- 
pos d, becauſe they bring with em their own 
Evidence to the Underſtanding, which at firſt 
view judges em agreeable to Nature's Senti- 
ments, and the dictates of right Reaſon; ſo 
that none with any Colour of Pretence can re- 
ject ſuch, excepting thoſe only, that are given 
unto a reprobate Senſe, or thoſe, whoſe Princi- 
' ples and Judgments are debauch'd by baſe Intereſts, 
or corrupted by ſecular Regards. Such Precepts 
were as to their Subſtance, contain'd in the Scri- 
ptures of the Fews, tho not with that perſpi- 
cuity and Light as they are in the Chriſtian's. 
An Evidence of which we have in the noble 
Sermon of our Lord on the Mount, in which 
he extended the Obligation of thoſe precepts, 
and made em reach the Intention of the Soul, 
and all the private Scenes of Action there, known 
only to God, and their own Conſciences. 

But befides theſe, there are other Doctrines, 
whoſe Truth depend ſolely upon the Autho- 


rity of the Revealer, as that Jefus Chriſt was 


the Meſſiab, and all the Conſequences of that. 
In this Caſe the Apoſtles to gain _— to 
| their 
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their Doctrine, and to convince the Enemies 
of its Truth, were fain to make uſe of thoſe 
two Topicks of Demonſtration, viz. 

Firſt, Prophecies in the Old Temament, 
which were an acknowledg'd principle among 
the Jews; and ; © 

Secondly, Miracles whoſe ſurprizing Com- 
manding Pow r, is a Proof and Evidence to all 
Mankind. | 85 ö 

And that they ſhou'd be infallibly knowing 
to enterpret aright the Prophecies; and be en- 
du d with Power from above to work Miracles 
upon Occaſion, was but highly Neceſſary for 
them, who pretend to have a Commiſſion from 
God, to overthrow Gods own Inſtitntion, and 
plant another Form of Worſhip in its Room. 

Firſt, then of Prophecies that relate to our 
Saviour; who 1s the alone Reaſon and Founda- 
tion of the Goſpel; whom the Evangeliſts and 
Apoſtles preach d up as the Meſſiab long ago 
foretold. And here by the Way we may obſerve 
the great Advantages (had they made good Uſe 
of 'em) the latter Fews had above their prede- 
ceſſors, who ſaw that by a meridian Light which 
the good old Patriarks ſaw but obſcurely under 
the Shadows of Types, and Predictions. 

Prophecy and Completion yielded a delight- 
ful proſpect; they mutually 'advanc'd each o- 
thers Strength and Beauty, as à direct and a re- 

flex ray give a double Heat and Luſtre. The Eye 
-with greater pleaſure runs from the Event to 
the Prediction, than from the Prediction to 
the Event. From Prophecies the Eye looks — 
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the Object, thro a thick and doubtful Medium, 
but backward tis guided all along by a Trace 
of Light, and Faith is ſwallow'd up in Viſion. 
But to return, the Apoſtles to obviate all the 
Cavils of the 7eme, ſhew'd clearly, that our 
Jeſus was the very Chriſt; was that Meſſiah, ſo 
early promis d, and ſo long expected, and was 
now uſher d into the world with all the Solem- 
nities of Types and Prophecies; all which he 
compleatly anſwer'd in the ſeveral Stages of his 
Life, Death, and Reſurrection ; and thereby 
declard by a nice Correſpondence to them, 
that he was that Shilo, that very Subſtance, at 
which all thoſe Obſcurations pointed. It wou'd 
be tedious as well as needleſs to give a particu- 
lar detail of 'em, and therefore 1 ſhall content 
my ſelf briefly to mention two or three; God 
ſaid to Moſes, a Prophet will I raiſe like unto 
thee: and St. Peter informs us, that that Pro- 
phet, was Jeſus Chriſt. If we enquire after his 
Family, he is declar d to be the Root and Off- 
ſpring of David, and the bright morning Star, 
and the People at the firſt ſight of him ſnouted, 
ſounding Hoſannah to the Son of David, In 
| ſhort he fulfill d the Character of the Meſſiah, 

in doing and ſuffering all that was foretold the 
Meſſiah, ſhou'd do or ſuffer. Zechariah ſaid 
they weigh'd for my Price thirty Peices of Sil- 
ver. St. Matt. will inform us that Judas ful- 
fill d that Prediction by ſelling Jeſus to the chief 
Prieft for the ſame Number of Silver Peices. 
If 1ſatah foretold, he was number d among tranſ- 
greſſors; St, Matthew explains, that Prophecy, 
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by minding us of our Lords Crucifixion be- 
tween two Thieves. I hope I need not alledge 
any more out of that plenty that might be ad- 
ded, fince 'tis plain by theſe, that the Evange- 
lical Writers confuted the Fews out of their own 
Scriptures, * by ſhewing, they were all fulfill d 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and by Him only. 
And ſo I proceed Secondly to ſhew the ſe- 
cond Method the Apoſtles us'd for the Ratifica- 
tion of their Doctrines, and Confutation of 
their Adverſaries, and that was by working 
„ | 
This gave themſelves, and their Doctrines 
full Credit and Reputation. For a Miracle is 
the higheſt Teſtimonial that God can give 
Man. Tis Gods own Seal by which he con- 
firms the Miſſion and Inſtructions of his Em- 
baſſadors and juſtifies our reception of both. And 
frees our Minds from all forts of Doubting, 
when we ſee God owning and approving both 
by his Almighty Powr. We may define a Mi- 
racle to be that which exceeds the Agency of 
ſecond Cauſes to produce, and what exceeds 
the Power of all created Nature to effect; 
muſt have for its Author, the God of Nature. 
But if any ſhou'd object, that this Notion of 
a Miracle, wou'd do our Cauſe but little Ser- 
vice, and tell us, that we are ignorant of the 
extent of Natures Power, and conſequently 
cannot know, when ſuch is wrought becauſe 
that may be done by Nature, which we think 
is done by the God of Nature: we may reply 
to 1t, that although we are ignorant of the ex- 
| tent 
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tent of Natures Power and are not able to aſ- 
ſign the juſt Bounds of it; though we cannot 
know the utmoſt it can do, yet we know what 
it cannot do and clearly perceive, when an ef- 
fect Surmounts All the Strength and Vertue 
of ſecond Cauſes; there may be in Nature Cau- 
ſes ſufficient to ſtop the Sun in its Courſe; but 
we may be ſure, the Voice of Man cannot be 
reckon d into the Number of them: and there- 
fore we may conclude that to be a true Mira- 
cle, and wrought by the Power of God, when 
we ſee there is no Proportion betwixt the Ef- 
fect, and the appearing viſible Cauſe of it; by 
ſuch like miraculous Operations the Apoſtles 
vanquiſh d their Adverſaries, and eſtabliſni d 
their Lord's Religion: for that muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity be authentick and Binding, that is ſo 

ſolemnly touch d by the Sceptre of Gods Pow- 
er; unleſs we can Imagine that infinite Good- 
neſs cou d conſpire, with the wicked to de- 


ceive, and lend the broad Seal of Heay'n to 


confirm an Impoſture. 
The Arguments then the Apoſtles us d to 


convince the Few and Gentile of the 'Trnth of 


thoſe Doctrines contain d now in our Scripture, 
were the Miracles wrought in Confirmation of 
em; and to us at this — — —— the 
Scripture by a reciprocal Fuſtice confirms the rea- 
— — Ho bk of thoſe Miracles, and 
thereby Works the. ſame Conviction in our 
Minds as the Miracles themſelves did in the 
Minds of the Spectators of em. 
No after theſe powerful Arguments of Con- 
| C viction, 
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viction, a croud of others, fall in, drawn from 
the Nature and Matter of the Revelation, in 
which is contain'd a clearer Diſcovery of God, 
and his Providence; of the Immortality of the 
Soul, and the Certainty of Rewards in another 
World; all Subjects of the greateſt Moment, 
and cou d not chooſe but command Attention, 
and impreſs laſting Characters of Conviction 
upon the Underſtanding and Conſcience of 
the Hearer. Theſe were the Subjects of which 
the Gentile Philoſophers had but ſhort and im- 
perfect Notice; tho it cannot be denyed, but 
ſome of the learn d and virtuous among em, 
ſuch as Socrates, Plato and Tully; by a cloſe Ap- 
plication of their Minds to ſtudy, and a fre- 
quent Exerciſe of their Reaſon, have had freſh 
Springs of Thought, that mounted 'em as high 
as ever Inſpiration cou d: but when the plea- 
ſing Heat, began to cool, when the entertain- 
ing Rapture languiſh'd and went off, they wou'd 
treely own like inferiour Mortals, the uncer- 
tainty of theſe Speculations, which (during the 
Heat of Fancy) warm'd their Breaſts into ſuch 
Tranſports of Delight. All their Schemes of 
Happineſs were but gueſs and conjecture; a 
Foundation too weak to bottom an Aſſurance 
on. A certain Knowledge of theſe Things is 
brought to light by Revelation ; which only 
coud relieve the importunate Searches and 
Craveings of the Soul in Matters of this Impor- 
tance, and Force it from all farther Perplexi- 
ties and Doubts. Theſe were the noble and 
convincing Doctrines, that promoted the 
; Spread- 


4 
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Spreading of the Goſpel: that carry d its ſound 


into all the Earth, and its Words to the Ends 


of the World. 


Theſe made the Progreſs of its Triumph ſure 
over all the Pow r of Superſtition and Idolatry, 


| when guarded by the Preſcriptions of Ages, 


and abetted by ſecular Authority: it then lift- 


ed up its Head and ſubdued the Nations; and 


the Company of Believers according to the 


promiſe made to Abraham were as the Stars of 


Fleavn innumerable ; they fled like a Cloud, and 
as Doves to the Windows of Gods Houſe. And 


* beſides, thoſe ſeald of the Tribes, of Iſrael, 
Multitudes of all Nations, and Kindreds, and 


People, and the Word grew mightily and pre- 
vail d, and. the children of the Deſolate were 
more than of the marryd Wife; and all this 
without Force, or Violence; its Victories then 
were innocent and calm, yet ſure and ſpread- 
ing, as the Triumphs of Light over Darkneſs; 


nothing cou d ſtop or hinder its increaſe, it . 


thrivd by Oppreſſion, and p_ againſt 
their Arts, and their Arma their Philoſophy, 
and Intereſt and vitious Inclinations; it flou- 


riſh'd under the Frowns of Emperours and, 


their provincial Deputies: ſo that the Croſs of 
this diſpis d and crucified Jeſus is now become 


the Pride and Glory of their Crown and Scep- 


ters. That Chriſtanity ſhou'd Subſiſt under ſo 


much Tyranny, and at length make fooliſh the 


Wiſdom and Policy of the World, what cou'd 
it be leſs than the Pow'r of God and Wiſdom 


of God? The Courle of its Victories were 


C3 certain- 
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certainly owing like Foſbua's to Gods more im- 
mediate Interpoſition, and miraculous Dire- 

Ction. | 
But if in the next Place we conſider what 
vaſt Advantages it had in it ſelf, over the beſt 
and ſublimeſt human Syſtems and Hypotheſes, we 
ſhall be the leſs ſurpriz'd to find how univer- 
ſally it eftabliſh'd it ſelf, and how ſecurely it 
holds out an endleſs Seige againſt all attacks of 
| Infidelity, Apoſtacy, and Vice; ſhaking the 
Head at them in a chearful Scorn, like the 
Daughter of Feruſalem at the Armies of Sen- 

nacherib. - | | 

The Morality of the Heathens had in truth, 
no other Object but themſelves ; it terminated 
in human Nature, and not a little of it, in the 
meaneſt Part of that Nature; 1t pretended to 
ſearch no further, nor aſpire beyond ſuch an 
Happineſs and Perfection, as a man might fur- 
niſn out of himſelf: and ſome Profeſſors found 
it more agreeable to their Inclinations to ſtop 
a great Way even of that. One Sed of theſe 
enquirers extended all the Rules, and Aims 
of their Philoſophy no further than to the at- 
tainment of the State and Practice of maim'd 
and imperfe&t Vertue, which is the utmoſt, 
our unaſſiſted Faculties remain capable of ar- 
riving at ſince the Fall. And this poor Extent of 
Happineſs by no means comenſurate either to 
the Defire or End of our Being. They valued 
and admitted as an ample Compenſation and Re- 
ward for all the Miſeries and Misfortunes, that 
cou d befall them in the courſe of human At- 
fairs, 
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fairs, and for all the painful Exerciſes of thoſe 


Duties, in which they pretended their chief 


and only Happineſs confiſted ; at the ſame time 
they cou d not conceal the great Difficulty, un- 
eaſineſs, and Inconveniency of theſe Reſtraints 


and Regulations; and found it as Neceſſary as 


other men, to fortifie one anothers Minds a- 
gainſt all ſuch Diſcouragements. Theſe were 
the Men, that wou'd be biting their Lips, 


while they were bragging of their Circumſtan- 


ces; and diſcover d a more exquifite Senſe of 
each, by ſtifling, than the cou d have done, by 
venting their Complaints. This was ſuch an 
Abſurdity, as cou d not eſcape the notice of 


other Philoſophers; and ſome of theſe to mend 


the matter annext the Goods of Fortune to the 
former Scheme, and look'd upon Vertue and 
theſe together, as ſo large and compleat a fund 


of Happineſs, that there cou d be no occaſion 


to ſeek it further. 

Others not reliſhing ſuch melancholy Specu- 
lations and Entertainments, were very eaſily 
diſpos d to place the Sum of their Happineſs, 
and center of their Philoſophy in ſenſual Deli- 
cacies and Gratifications. And what now was 
the Occaſion of this Miſtake and Confuſion ? 
But they all miſs d of the true Object of Duty 
and Happineſs, God Himſelf, whoſe Honour 
and Glory had they made the End, and Pur- 
poſe of all their Actions, employ d all their 


Po rs in Imitating his Perfections, and look d 


no where for their chief Happineſs, but in 


Fim, and from Him: they had then in a great 


Meaſure 
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Meaſure , anticipated the Goſpel Morality of 
which zhis is one of the firſt and fundamental 
Principles. es | 

I ſhall only add upon this Head, that as the 
Heathen Syſtems of Morality, for want of a 
right object, were ſophiſticated with ſeveral er- 
ronious Doctrines and Precepts, as particularly 
thoſe of the Lawfulneſs and Laudableneſs of 
Revenge, Self-murther, an oſtentatious Glory, 
and the like; ſo the beſt of em were recom- 
mended only as the dictates of human Wiſdom); 


and not as the expreſs and poſitive Commands 


of God; conſider d (I ſay) in reſpect of their 
Authors, they were Admonitions not Laws. 
And Laſtly, the good Conſequences of con- 


forming to the Rule, and the bad Conſequences 


of rejecting it, bear no more proportion to one 
another in the Compariſon between the Chri- 
ſtian and Heathen Morality, than on obſcure 
and conjectural Foreſight of Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, and their Duration, does to the Cer- 
tainty of a State of Joys ineffable, and Tor- 
ments intolerable; and both eternal. 

Now ſince God has been pleas d to give us 
in the bright Mirror of His Word, ſome myſte- 
rious Truths to exerciſe our Underſtandings, 
as well as moral Rules and Precepts to Exerciſe 
our Will and Paſſion; 5 

I ſhall in the laft Place enquire by what 
Ways we may arrive at the Knbwledge of em: 


and to this purpoſe ſome men adyance faith 


to the Depreſſion of Reaſon ; and ſome extol 
Reaſon to the Extinction of Faith; and both 
| 10 
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are in the wrong; becauſe each ought to have 
its proper Share of Cauſality in the Production 
of this effect, v:z, an Aſſent in the Underſtand- 
ing. The Advocates for Faith general plead 
after the manner: as we are to give up the obe- 
dience of our Wills to the Precepts, ſo of our 
Underſtandings to the Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
when we know God to be revealer of em; this 
is a confeſs d Principle among Chriſtians that 
all Scripture was giv'n by Inſpiration; this is 
the Foundation of divine Truth, and the De- 
monſtration of Evangelical Doctrines; ſo that 
what ever appears to be contain d therein, juſt- 
ly challenges the Aſſent of Faith, tho we can- 
not clear off fully, all the Difficulties with 
which a Doctrine may be attended. However 
Reaſon otherwiſe may be diſcerning; in things 
of this Nature, tis confin d and cannot ſee; and 
therefore ought to be kept within its proper 
Limits. | | | 
Gods Wiſdom hath no greater Enemy, than mans 
unſanctiſied; none with greater Difficulty ſoften d in- 
to a Compliance with and Submiſſion to the profound- 
er Truths of Revelation, than they, who too fro- 
wardly.adhere to their private Reaſon. Who 
were wiſer in their Times than the Philoſo- 
phers of Athens? Yet theſe were the Men that 
call'd St. Paul Babbler, when he preach d up 
the Myſtery of the Reſurrection. Reaſon then 
is too ſhort a Line, to meaſure Divine Truths 
by : and this the Apoſtle intimates in his 
Triumph o'er the Wiſe, the Scribe, and the Diſpu- 
ter: if Reaſon is ſo often 1 3 
a 
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bafA'd in the common Occurrences and viſible 
Effects of Nature, it muſt much more be ſo, 
in things remov d from Senſe, and Supernatu- 
ral. And if their not being underſtood, be 
not cauſe ſnfficient for Reaſon to reject em, 
becanſe they have for their Evidence, the Te- 
ſtimony of the Senſes; ſo neither is it Cauſe 
ſufficient for Reaſon to reject things Super- 
natural and Myſterious, becauſe they have for 
their Evidence the Veracity of God teſtify ing 
theſe things in the Scripture. Revelations that 
are above its 2 Reaſon ought 
with Silence to adore, not too curiouſly pry 
into. Theſe depths of Religion, are Objects 
of Faith and Tryals of Obedience, and ought 
no more to be diſputed, than Principles; than 
firſt and common Notions. For Reaſon, after 
its beſt Enquires, if it handles em not with 
Submiſſion to the Revelation, will be found 
not ſo much to defend as oppoſe em, betray 
the Truth by crude Explications, and gain em 
more Enemies than Friends and Proſelytes. 
Further yet, they generally inſinuate, that 
Reaſon moſt improv'd can give but a ſlender 
Account of the prime Articles of our Faith; of 
Three perſonal Subſiſtences in one Eſſence ; of 
the Eternal Generation of the Son; the Pro- 
ceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from Father and 
Son; of the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour. In theſe and the like Inſtances 
of Difficulty, ' they wou d have Reaſon veil to 
Faith, and ſubmit to its Prerogative. Why 
were the Fews ſcandali;d at the Goſpel, but 
becauſe 
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becauſe by all their Reaſon, they cou d not be- 
hold Life and Glory in ſuch an ignominous 
Death as Chriſts was? and the Preaching of 
Chriſt crucified was Fooliſnhneſs to the Greeks; 
becauſe their Philoſophy concluded it impoſſi- 
ble, that Life ſnou d cou d be ſought out off 
Death, and Salvation ſought for in a Curſe, 
and Malediction. Tis Faith in the Revelation 
that can make us apprehend the Redemption of 
the World; the Juftification of a Sinner by the 
imputed Righteouſneſs of another; the Reco- 
very of Life by anothers Death; and Healing 
by another Stripes. All other Imaginations 
and Reaſonings in theſe Inſtances, are but 
Weapons of Luft ; wherewith we reſiſt the 
Wiſdom of God, and therefore to be laid aſide 
and captivated to the Reports that are made in 
the Scriptures, altho they do not tranſmit any 
immediate Ideas or Irradiations of their own 
upon the Soul. And this is in the Language of 
St. Panl to become Fools that we may be Wiſe. 
Here we muſt be content to ſee the Myfteries 
of Jeſus, and our Redemption, as the Ifraelites 
light, and the Preſence of God in the Wilder- 
neſs; the one was in the Cloud, and the other 
in the Ark; and that too was under ſeveral 
Curtains and Coverings: | | | 
Theſe myſterious Truths are propos d as ob- 
jects of Faith not Science; and therefore to be 
receivV d with due Submiſſion, not be put to the 
Queſtion, and ſcrupulouſſy to be treated with 
tbe Torture of an Inquiſition. If after an En- 
quiry, we underſtand the Import of the 
"FIT D _ Words, 
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Words, which in ſuch a Connection and De 
pendance on each other, offer but one plain, 
determinate Senſe, tho we can't comprehend 
the Thing ſignified by them, we may ſafely 
give place to Faith and aſſent in groſs, or uni- 
verſally to what is unknown, ſo far as tis car- 
ry d under the Notion of divine Revelation. 
If we thus yield the Obedience of our Faith, 
we ſhall quickly defeat the little Sallies of Reaſon, 


againſt thoſe Doctrines that have been made venera- 


bh by the Approbation of the Church of God in all 


Ages. On the other fide, the Advocates for 
Reaſon, will not ſuffer it to be laid afide, for 


any plauſible Harangue, that may be made 


againſt it, but allow it to umpire and deter- 
mine in Controverſies of Religion. Tis the 
great Priviledge of our Nature, That which 
diſtinguiſnes us, not only from the animal 
World, but from one another: by this we rival 
Angels in their nobleſt Perfection: for their In- 
tuition is but a Sort of Reaſon that makes a ſpeedier 
Flight thro all the Propoſitions of Syllogiſm, and 


arrives ſooner at the Concluſion, than human Rea- 


fon can. For Intuition ſtrickly taken, u an attribute 
too great for created Beings, and can only properly 


belong to God, who ſees all Things their Cauſes and 

Efade at one omniſcient View. 

But to proceed; This Faculty is a divin 
Light kindled in the Soul by God himſelf, to 
guide us in the Search of Nature and Philoſo- 
phy, and all our Enquires both human and 
divine; whoſoever therefore flights its Dire- 
ctions, deſpiſes the moſt glorious Part of Gods 
| Crea- 
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Creation; endeavours to extinguiſh Knowledge; 
to confound the Diſtinctions of Vice, and Ver- 
tue; of Truth and Falſchood. For it is by this 
alone we paſs our Judgement upon Things or 
Notions, and ſettle the reſpective Characters 
of either. All this is true, and the Sphere of 
its Activity is as large as ſome wou'd have it 
in things purely natural and moral ; but in di- 
vine Things tis ſo far only right as it acts un- 
der the Directions and Reſtraints of Revela- 
tion; as long as it acts in Conformity to the 
Rules of that, it can never interpret Scripture 
to the Detriment of any Truth, at leaſt funda- 
mental therein contain d; becauſe it then ſub- 
mits (tho' Difficulties do ariſe, that lye croſs to 
its Apprehenſion) when tis aſſur d of the Senſe 
and Authority of the Revelation. 

Indeed when Reaſon has run its utmoſt 
length, it then delivers the Torch: to Faith, to 


guide us on in the gloomy Paſiage of the remaining 


Way. For to Reaſon, after its largeſt Travels 
o re myſterious Subjects, there will ſtill remain 
a Terra incognita beyond, a vaſt Tract for the 
Husbandry of Faith to cultivate and improve. 
For this vigorous Grace, never ſtands at gaze, 
or fits down as twere on this fide Jordan, but 
paſſes on, purſues the Inſtructions of Reaſon, 
and entertains the Mind with freſh views, al- 
ways advancing under the Shelter of Reaſons antece- 


dent Demonſtrations. 


Tis Reaſon that aſſures Faith of the Exi- 
ſtence of theſe Objects; and tis Faith, that ac- 
companies the Speculation, and releives the 
| D 2 Under- 
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Underſtanding with ſome faint Ideas, and im- 
perfect Notices, of the Modes, and Proper- 
ties of em, which may well ſerve us in this 
State of Mortality and Probation, till clearer 
Light gives better Diſcoveries, and it ſelf it 
ſwallom d up in Viſion. In ſuch ſort of Objects 
there is ſomething within our reach, which 
with eaſe we apprehend, and this within Rea- 
ſons province. There are other Parts of the 
Object, que ſuperant faſtigium & ambitum Ingentt ; 
to big for the Dimenſions of the moſt capa- 
cious Underſtanding ; and thele belong particu- 
larly to Faith. There is a bright and a dark 
ſide in every ſuch Object, which like the Pil- 
lar of Fire and Cloud will go before, and ſurely 
guide us to the heavenly Canaan. 

Reaſon Firlt opens the Field of Contempla- 
tion, and carries its Enquires thro all the Tracts 
of Revelation and there ſtops at the the 
Bounds God has preſcrib d; and leaves the other 
Part of the Object to be diſcern d by the 
Workings and Sagacity of Faith. 

In general, Reaſon aſſures us by a juſt Inter- 
pretation of Scripture, that great Things are 
laid up in Store for them that love God; fuch 
as Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 
hath ut ever enter d into the Heart of Man ta 
concezve, Of all which, neither Senſe or Rea- 
ſon give any diſtinct Ideas; becauſe God has 
made no · diſtinct Diſcoveries of em. But not- 
withſtanding they are in Part conceal'd, yet 
we have general Notions, tho' no immediate 
| 4aeas of what He has promis d, and are even 

+ now | 
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now ſure, that they who are prepar d, and 
qualified for em, ſhall in due time be made 
Partakers of em. And this is the ſole Effect of 
2 ſprightly and victorious Faith. And there» 
fore we give an unſhaken Aſſent to thoſe pro- 
miſes; becauſe Reaſon tells us, they are bottom d 
on the Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Veracity of God, 
who cannot deceive or be deceived, Therefore 
Reaſon and Faith ought never to be ſepa- 
rated, but to be allow'd their joynt Office and 
Miniftry, in the Conduct of our Speculations, in 
the great Concerns of Religion and Myſteries of the 
Goſpel, For they refle& Light on each other, 
and mutually ſapply each others Defects. 
Reaſon Firſt points out the Obje of Belief, 
and Faith refines upon the Notice, and im- 
proves it; they reciprocally help one another, 
and as Faith juſtifies our Reaſon, ſo on the 
other fide Reaſon juſtifies our Faith. But nei- 
ther alone, or in Conjunction, is here able to 
comprehend all the Dimenſions of its Ob- 
ject. And if the want of a full Comprehen- 
fion can warrant the Disbelief of it, they may 
then advance one ſtep further, and proclaim 
their Atheiſm; and let the World know, that wy 
neither do nor ought to believe the Being of a God ; 
becauſe His Nature is moſt certainly incompre- 
henſible to a finite Underftanding ; and there- 
fore this Conſideration ſhou'd be a Check to 
the proud Aſſurance of ſome Men boaſting of 
their Reaſon, and be a ſolid Argument for 
Humility and Reſignation; for Reaſon after 
its boldeſt Labours muſt acquieſce in a n? plus 
| ultra, 
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ultra; and content it ſelf with this Knowledge, 
that a further Knowledge cannot be obtain d. 

All the Advantages of human Learning; the 
Stores of Arts and Sciences, cannot help it to 
go beyond the fixt Bounds of Revelation. We 
may juſtly ſay to the magnified Reaſon, ſome 
Men plead for, as tis ſaid to the Sea; hitherto 


ſhall thy proud Waves come, and no further. 


I ſhall end this Diſquiſition and Diſcourſe 
with a Quotation from a wiſe and learn d Man; 
when Celſus perſuaded the Heathens to follow 
the Conduct of their Reaſon, in the receiving 
any Doctrine, and told em that all Error was 
brought into the World by Faith; Origen op- 


pos d nothing but the Evidences of Prophe- 


cies, and the Word of God as the Rule of 
Faith. Which if it be not ſimply beliey d with- 
out any philoſophical Enquiry, concerning the 
Matters affirm d in it; many of Neceſſity will 
ſtill wallow in Infidelity, after all that God 
hath done for the reſcuing 'em out of it ; and 
only a few find That by rational Search, which 


before they believ'd by ſimple Faith. Let (ei- 
fus then rally the Chriſtians with his aigονν] i» 


yy ; let. the Goſpel be to the Greeks uwgzz3 let 


Julian deſpiſe it; let Photinus uſe it with ſcorn ; 


let em object to us our Faith, as the height of 
our Wiſdom; the Ground and Subſtance of 
our Hope; let the Apoſtate jeſt at it, and the 


Infidel diſparage it, as irrational and abſurd: yet 


we may fatisfie our ſelves with the unerring 
Determination of the Apoſtle: if our Goſpel 
is Fooliſhneſs 'tis the Fooliſhneſs of God, — 

| 8 the 
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| the Fooliſhneſs of God 1s 5 than the WiC 


dom of Men. 


Now to this Good and All-wiſe God be 
aſcribd as it is moſt Due, all Praiſe, 
Might, Majeſty, Glory, and Dominion 
both now, and for evermore, Amen, 


